
Statute - WI

State Agencies:

Wis. Stat. § 16.73. Cooperative purchasing.

(1) The department may enter into an agreement with a municipality or group of municipalities, and municipalities may enter into

agreements with each other, under which any of the parties may agree to participate in, administer, sponsor or conduct purchasing

transactions under a joint contract for the purchase of materials, supplies, equipment, permanent personal property, miscellaneous

capital or contractual services. This subsection does not apply to construction contracts that are subject to s. 16.855 or 66.0901.

(2) The department may purchase and store in warehouses articles that may be needed by agencies and municipalities.The department

may sell stored articles to municipalities at cost.

(3) The department may, upon request, make available to municipalities technical purchasing information including, but not limited to,

standard forms, manuals, product specifications and standards and contracts or published summaries of contracts, including price and

delivery information.

(4)(a) When it is in the best interest of the state and consistent with competitive purchasing practices, the department may enter into

agreements with purchasing agents of any other state or the federal government under which any of the parties may agree to participate

in, administer, sponsor or conduct purchasing of materials, supplies, equipment, permanent personal property, miscellaneous capital or

contractual services. The state may purchase from any vendor selected as a result of such purchasing agreements. This paragraph

does not apply to construction contracts that are subject to s. 16.855 or 66.0901.

(b) The department may cooperate with purchasing agents and other interested parties of any other state or the federal government to

develop uniform purchasing specifications under s. 16.72(2) on a regional or national level to facilitate cooperative interstate purchasing

transactions.

(5) The department or its agents may enter into an agreement with the University of Wisconsin System under which either of the parties

may agree to participate in, administer, or conduct purchasing transactions under a contract for the purchase of materials, supplies,

equipment, permanent personal property, miscellaneous capital, or contractual services.

(6) The department shall administer a program to facilitate purchases of large equipment that is needed by municipalities. The

department shall purchase large equipment as a part of the program. The department may, by rule, prescribe requirements for

participation in the program and for participation in specific purchases under the program.

Local Governments:

Wis. Code § 66.0301. Intergovernmental cooperation.

(1)(a) Except as provided in pars. (b) and (c), in this section “municipality” means the state or any department or agency thereof, or any

city, village, town, county, or school district, the opportunity schools and partnership programs under subch. IX of ch. 115 and subch. II

of ch. 119, the superintendent of schools opportunity schools and partnership program under s. 119.33, or any public library system,

public inland lake protection and rehabilitation district, sanitary district, farm drainage district, metropolitan sewerage district, sewer utility

district, solid waste management system created under s. 59.70(2), local exposition district created under subch. II of ch. 229, local

professional baseball park district created under subch. III of ch. 229, local professional football stadium district created under subch. IV

of ch. 229, local cultural arts district created under subch. V of ch. 229, long-term care district under s. 46.2895, water utility district,
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mosquito control district, municipal electric company, county or city transit commission, commission created by contract under this

section, taxation district, regional planning commission, housing authority created under s. 66.1201, redevelopment authority created

under s. 66.1333, community development authority created under s. 66.1335, or city-county health department.

(b) If the purpose of the intergovernmental cooperation is the establishment of a joint transit commission, “municipality” means any city,

village, town or county.

(c) For purposes of sub. (6), “municipality” means any city, village, or town.

(2) Subject to s. 59.794(2), and in addition to the provisions of any other statutes specifically authorizing cooperation between

municipalities, unless those statutes specifically exclude action under this section, any municipality may contract with other municipalities

and with federally recognized Indian tribes and bands in this state, for the receipt or furnishing of services or the joint exercise of any

power or duty required or authorized by law. If municipal or tribal parties to a contract have varying powers or duties under the law, each

may act under the contract to the extent of its lawful powers and duties. A contract under this subsection may bind the contracting

parties for the length of time specified in the contract. This section shall be interpreted liberally in favor of cooperative action between

municipalities and between municipalities and Indian tribes and bands in this state.

Wis. Code § 66.0303 (2017). Municipal interstate cooperation

(2) A municipality may contract with municipalities of another state or with federally recognized American Indian tribes or bands located

in another state for the receipt or furnishing of services or the joint exercise of any power or duty required or authorized by statute to the

extent that laws of the other state or of the United States permit the joint exercise.

About Sourcewell:

Sourcewell is a service cooperative created by the Minnesota legislature as a local unit of government. Minn. Const. art. XII, sec. 3. As a

public corporation and agency, Sourcewell is governed by local elected municipal officials and school board members. Minn. Stat. §

123A.21 Subd. 4 (2017). Under its enabling statute, Sourcewell is explicitly authorized to provide cooperative purchasing services to

eligible members. Id. at Subd. 7(23).

Sourcewell follows the competitive contracting law process to solicit, evaluate and award cooperative purchasing contracts for goods

and services. Sourcewell cooperative purchasing contracts are made available through the joint exercise of powers law to member

agencies. Minn. Stat. § 471.59 (2017). Membership in Sourcewell is available for all eligible state and local governments, education,

higher education and nonprofit entities across North America. § 123A.21 at Subd. 3.

Disclaimer:

The information found on the Sourcewell website is provided for educational and informational purposes only. This information contained

on the Sourcewell website, including any printed material derived from the website, is not legal advice and no attorney-client or other

contractual relationship is formed by access to this information. Information here may be out of date, obsolete, or otherwise inaccurate.

Please consult with a qualified attorney regarding any questions.
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